Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2023

(by the Kanto-Shinetsu Regional Taxation Bureau of the National
Tax Agency of Japan)

Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards are the
traditional sake awards held by the
Kanto-Shinetsu Regional Taxation
Bureau of the National Tax Agency
of Japan, which has jurisdiction for
the Kanto-Shinetsu region’s six pre-
fectures (Ibaraki, Tochigi, Gunma, Sai
tama, Niigata and Nagano). The awa-
rds were first held in 1965 and the
most recent awards held in 2023
marked the 94th.

The objective of holding these awar-
ds is, through evaluating the quality Six prefectures in the Kanto-
of sake, to promote the advanceme-  Shinetsu region of Japan

nt and development of sake brewing

technology, to improve the quality of sake brewed in Kanto-Shin-
etsu region’s six prefectures, and to contribute to the sound de-
velopment of the sake industry.

The most recent awards (Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2023)
consisted of three categories. The first category was for Ginjo-shu
sake, a type of sake that has a fruity flavor and has been described
as a work of art among sake. The second category was for Junmai-
shu sake that is made solely from high quality rice and has a fragrant
and complex flavor. The last category was for Junmai Ginjo-shu sake,
a beautiful combination of rich and fruity flavor of Ginjo-shu sake
with fragrant and tasteful flavor of Junmai-shu sake.

The six prefectures of the Kanto-Shinetsu region are blessed with
outstanding natural beauty and best climate conditions for brewing
sake. For the Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2023, 135 products were
exhibited in the Ginjo-shu category, 162 in the Junmai Ginjo-shu
sake category and 82 in the Junmai-shu category from many
traditional sake breweries (Meijo-kura) in Kanto-Shinetsu region.



The judging panel, who used all their senses to evaluate the quality
of the exhibits, carried out the first and second round of judging on
September 28™, 29 and October 5™ 2023. Following a strict but fair
judging process, KIMURA Hidemi, the Regional Commissioner of the
Kanto-Shinetsu Regional Taxation Bureau, awarded the Grand Prize
to a manufacturer who achieved the highest score in each of the
three categories (the Ginjo-shu category, the Junmai Ginjo-shu
category and the Junmai-shu category), and also gave Special Prizes
to two other manufacturers that achieved the highest scores in each
of the three categories following the Grand Prizes. Furthermore, the
Commissioner KIMURA also gave Excellence Prizes to 42
manufacturers in the Ginjo-shu category, 52 manufacturers in the
Junmai Ginjo-shu category and 27 manufacturers in the Junmai-shu
category that achieved excellent scores.

Judging method

The judges, who are experts in evaluating the quality of sake and
came from the six prefectures in the Kanto-Shinetsu region, are
researchers from public organizations for sake brewing technology,
brewmasters, researchers from WNational Research Institute of
Brewing and technical officers from the Kanto-Shinetsu Regional
Taxation Bureau. The judges used all their senses to perform strict
but fair evaluations of the quality of sake.

Results of the Judging

Please see Appendix 1 and Appendix 2.




Appendix 1

List of Prize winning sake manufacturers of Ginjo-shu category
in Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2023

Prize Prefecture Manufacturer Trade Name [Brewmaster etc.
The Grand Prize| Niigata |TAMAGAWA SHUZOU CO., LTD. |ECHIGO YUKIKURA |YAMAMOTO Tsuyoshi
Prize Prefecture Manufacturer Trade Name [Brewmaster etc.
The Special Prize Tochigi [TONOIKE SHUZOUTEN CO., LTD.|SANRAN ONO Makoto
Niigata |KIKUSUI SAKE CO., LTD. NINOUJIGURA |KIKUSUI ABE Yuuichi
Prize Prefecture Manufacturer Trade Name |Brewmaster etc.
Ibaraki [MEIRISHURUI CORPORATION FUKUSHOUGUN [HIRAYAMA Takashi
Ibaraki |MORISHIMA SHUZOU CO., LTD. [FUJI TAIKAN |MORISHIMA Shouichirou
Ibaraki |HIROSE COMPANY SHIRAGIKU KUBOTA Michio
Ibaraki |HUCHU HOMARE SAKE COMPANY |WATARI BUNE [NAKAJIMA Isao
Ibaraki [AOKI SHUZOU CO., LTD. GOKELJI YANAI Kazuhiro
Tochigi [NISHIBORI SHUZO CO., LTD. waazakari vonaarrusiutsy. | KQIKE  Hiroshi
Tochigi [DAIICHI SHUZOU CO., LTD. KAIKA SAITO Morihiro
Tochigi |SOHOMARE SAKE BREWERY CO., LTD. |SOHOMARE AKITA Toru
Tochigi [TSUJIZENBEISHOTEN CO., LTD. [SAKURAGAWA|TSUJI Hiroyuki
Tochigi |[MATSUISHUZOTEN CO., LTD. MATSUNOKOTOBUKI [MATSUI Nobutaka
Gunma |MACHIDASHUZOUTEN CO., LTD. [SEIRYO KIMURA Takatoshi
Gunma |SHIBASAKISYUZOU CO., LTD. FUNAOTAKI  |FUKUSHIMA Takashi
The Excellence Prize| Gunma [SEITOKU MEIJO CO., LTD. HOOSEITOKU |TAKIZAWA Mikio
Gunma |ASAMASHUZO CO., LTD. DAINIKOJYO |HIGEN HUKUHARA Yuuga
Saitama |YAOHONTEN CO., LTD. CHICHIBUNISHIKI |[KIMURA Naoyuki
Saitama |SEIUN SHUZOU CO., LTD. SEIUN YOSHIHARA Takuo
Niigata [ISHIMOTO SAKE BREWERY CO., LTD. [KOSHI NO KANBAI |TAKEUCHI Shinichi
Niigata |HIKISHUZO CORPORATION TSURUNOTOMO [MARUTA Kousuke
Niigata |KIRINZAN SHUZOU CO., LTD. [KIRINZAN HASEGAWA Yoshiaki
Niigata |KINSHIHAISYUZOU CO., LTD. ECHIGOTOUJI [KINEBUCHI Jyunji
Niigata [ASAHI-SHUZO SAKE BREWING CO., LTD. ASAHIGURA | KUBOTA YAMAGA Motoyoshi
Niigata |KAWACHUSHUZO SOTEMBO NOMIZU Masuo
Niigata [NAKAGAWA SHUZOU CO., LTD. [KOSHINOHAKUGAN [SATO Tomoaki
Niigata [MOROHASHI SHUZOU CO., LTD. [xosHINO KAGETORA |[ASAI Masaru

Niigata

HARA SHUZOU CO., LTD.

KOSHINOHOMARE

MURATA Masahiko




Appendix 1

List of Prize winning sake manufacturers of Ginjo-shu category
in Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2023

Prize Prefecture Manufacturer Trade Name |Brewmaster etc.
Niigata [|HAKURYU SYUZOU SAKE-BREWING CO., LTD. [HAKURYU SHIRAI Shinji
Niigata |AOKI SHUZOU CO., LTD. KAKUREI HIGUCHI Muneyoshi
Niigata |TAKANOISHUZOU CORPORATION |TAKANOI KIMURA Akihiro
Niigata |NIIGATA MEIJO CO., LTD. CHOJAZAKARI|HOSHINO Atsushi
Niigata |TSUNAN SAKE BREWERY CO., LTD. |TSUNAN TAKIZAWA Masaya
Niigata |MATSUNOI SHUZOU CORPORATION [MATSUNOI FURUSAWA Yutaka
Niigata |TAIYOU SHUZOU CO., LTD. TAIYOUZAKARI |HIRATA Shu
Niigata |MARUYAMA SHUZOUJYOU CO., LTD.[SETCHUUBAI |UCHIYAMA Kenichi
The Excellence Prize| Niigata |[OBATA SHUZOU CORPORATION |[MANOTSURU |KUDOU Kenya
Niigata |HOKUSETSU SHUZOU CORPORATION |HOKUSETSU |OGURA Kyouhei
Nagano |[KAMETAYASHUZOTEN KAMENOYO [ITO Daiji
Nagano [KADOGUCHI SHUZO CO., LTD. [HOKKO MASAMUNE [MURAMATSU Yuya
Nagano [DAISEKKEI SHUZOU CO., LTD. [DAISEKKEI NAGASE Mamoru
Nagano |[SAKUNOHANA SHUZOU CO., LTD. [SAKUNOHANA |[INOUE Tatsuyuki
Nagano |TAKESHIGEHONKE BREWING CORP.|MISONOTAKE |SHIGETA Norikazu
Nagano |[TOTSUKA SHUZOU CO., LTD. KANCHIKU NISHIMURA Kazuhiro
Nagano [NANAWARAI SAKE BREWERY CO.LTD|NANAWARAI |YANAGISAWA Satoru




Appendix 1

List of Prize winning sake manufacturers of Junmai Ginjo-shu category
in Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2023

Prize Prefecture Manufacturer Trade Name [Brewmaster etc.
The Grand Prize] Nagano [KAMETAYASHUZOTEN ALPS MASAMUNE |ITO Daiji
Prize Prefecture Manufacturer Trade Name [Brewmaster etc.
The Special Prize Nagano |[ONO SYUZOUTEN CO., LTD. YOAKEMAE KIYOTO Yukihiro
Nagano [YOSHINOYA CO., LTD. NISHINOMON |HARADA Hiroo
Prize Prefecture Manufacturer Trade Name |Brewmaster etc.
Ibaraki |MORISHIMA SHUZOU CO., LTD. [FUJI TAIKAN |MORISHIMA Shouichirou
Ibaraki |urazato syuzouTten LimiTED PARTNERSHIP COMPANY | KIRITSUKUBA |URAZATO Chikara
Ibaraki |HIROSE COMPANY SEN KUBOTA Michio
Ibaraki |HUCHU HOMARE SAKE COMPANY [WATARI BUNE |NAKAJIMA TIsao
Ibaraki [AIYU SHUZOU CO.,LTD AIYU OBAYASHI Akio
Tochigi [INOUE SEIKICHI CO., LTD. SAWAHIME SATO Tamotsu
Tochigi |[TORAYA HONTEN CO., LTD. SHICHISUI TENMAYA Makoto
Tochigi [DAIICHI SHUZOU CO., LTD. KAIKA SAITO Morihiro
Tochigi |SOHOMARE SAKE BREWERY CO., LTD. |SOHOMARE AKITA Toru
Tochigi [TONOIKE SHUZOUTEN CO., LTD.|SANRAN ONO Makoto
Tochigi |TENTAKA SHUZOU CO., LTD. |TENTAKA OOMIYA Kanemitsu
Tochigi |WATANABE SAKE BREWERY CO.,LTD |KYOKUKO WATANABE Hidenori
The Excellence Prize| Tochigi [SENKIN CO., LTD. SENKIN KAMOSU [USUI Masato
Tochigi [MORITO SHUZOU CO.,LTD. SHOUJINZAWA |OHASHI Masanori
Gunma [|MACHIDASHUZOUTEN CO., LTD. [MACHIDASHUZOU |KIMURA Takatoshi
Gunma |MAKINO SHUZOU CO., LTD. OSAKAZUKI |MAKINO Kenjiro
Gunma |NAGAI SAKE INC. MIZUBASHO [GOTO Kenji
Gunma |SEITOKU MEIJO CO., LTD. HOOSEITOKU [TAKIZAWA Mikio
Gunma |ASAMASHUZO CO., LTD. DAINIKOJYO |HIGEN WADA Kyohei
Gunma |KIMUSUMESHUZO CORPORATION [SAKUYABI YOSHIDA Kazuhiro
Saitama |ISHII SHUZOU CO.,LTD HOUMEI NAKAMARU Kyouhei
Saitama |KITANISHI SHUZOU CO., LTD. BUNRAKU MURAKAMI Daisuke
Niigata [ISHIMOTO SAKE BREWERY CO., LTD. |[KOSHI NO KANBAI [TAKEUCHI Shinichi
Niigata [HIKISHUZO CORPORATION TSURUNOTOMO|MARUTA Kousuke
Niigata |KIRINZAN SHUZOU CO., LTD. |[KIRINZAN HASEGAWA Yoshiaki




Appendix 1

List of Prize winning sake manufacturers of Junmai Ginjo-shu category
in Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2023

Prize

The Excellence Prize

Prefecture Manufacturer Trade Name |Brewmaster etc.
Niigata |KINSHIHAISYUZOU CO., LTD. ECHIGOTOUJI [KINEBUCHI Jyuniji
Niigata [|MINENOHAKUBAI SAKE BREWING CORPORATION |RYOUKO IJIMA Kenji
Niigata |OFUKU SHUZOU CO., LTD. OFUKU MASAMUNE [NAKANO Yoshikazu
Niigata |MOROHASHI SHUZOU CO., LTD. |kosHINO KAGETORA |ASAI Masaru
Niigata [|YUKITSUBAKISHUZOU CO., LTD. |rosHino yukiTsusak [[TZUKA Taiichi
Niigata |KIKUSUI SAKE CO., LTD. SETSUGOROGURA |KIKUSUI IKARASHI Yuta
Niigata |SHIRATAKI SHUZOU CO., LTD. |/0zEN MIZUNOGOTOSHI [MATSUMOTO Takaki
Niigata |TAKACHIYO SHUZOU CO., LTD. [MAKIHATA ABE Shigeo
Niigata |MIYAO SAKE BREWING CO., LTD. [SHIMEHARITSURU |TOGASHI Tsuneo
Niigata |MYOKOU SHUZOU CO., LTD. MYOKOUZAN |HIRATA Masayuki
Niigata |TENRYOHAISYUZO CO., LTD. UTASHIRO~RIKKA~ |KATO Senichi
Niigata |HENMI SHUZOU CO., LTD. SHINRYOU HENMI Akimasa
Nagano [SHUSENKURANO CO., LTD. KAWANAKAJIMAGENBU [CHINO Mariko
Nagano |[SAKAGURA DAISHINSHU DAISHINSHU [MORIMOTO Takayuki
Nagano |[SAKENUNOYAHONKIN SHUZOU CO., LTD. |HONKIN MIYASAKA Koutarou
Nagano [SUWAMIKOTSURU SAKE BREWERY |[MIKOTSURU  |TAKEUCHI Shigehiko
Nagano |Mivasaka BREWING COMPANY ,LTD. MAsumMIFuIIMI BREWERY | MASUM] NAKANO Atsushi
Nagano [CHOSEISHA SAKE CORPORATION |SHINANOTSURU |KITAHARA Takeshi
Nagano [YONEZAWA SHUZOU CO., LTD. [IMANISHIKI [SAKAGUCHI Shunya
Nagano [TANAKAYA BREWING CO., LTD. |MIZUO KUBOTA Takemitsu
Nagano [DAISEKKEI SHUZOU CO., LTD. [DAISEKKEI NAGASE mamoru
Nagano [SAKUNOHANA SHUZOU CO., LTD. |SAKUNOHANA |INOUE Tatsuyuki
Nagano |TAKESHIGEHONKE BREWING CORP.|BOKUSUI SHIGETA Norikazu
Nagano [FURUYASHUZOUTEN CO., LTD. [MIYAMAZAKURA [NAKAJIMA Kazuo
Nagano [NAKAZEN BREWING COMPANY,LTD. |[NAKANORISAN |YAMAGUCHI Takashi
Nagano |NANAWARAI SAKE BREWERY CO.LTD|NANAWARAI |YANAGISAWA Satoru
Nagano |YUKAWA SAKE BREWERY CO., LTD. [KISOJI YUGAWA Shinichi




Appendix 1

List of Prize winning sake manufacturers of Junmai-shu category
in Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2023

Prize

Prefecture

Manufacturer

Trade Name

Brewmaster etc.

The Grand Prize

Tochigi

DAIICHI SHUZOU CO., LTD.

KAIKA

SAITO Morihiro

Prize Prefecture Manufacturer Trade Name [Brewmaster etc.
The Special Prize Nagano |[YUKAWA SAKE BREWERY CO., LTD. [KISOJI YUGAWA Shinichi
Nagano [MARUSE SYUZOUTEN CO., LTD. [IKIOI MASAMUNE |SEKI Shinji
Prize Prefecture Manufacturer Trade Name |Brewmaster etc.
Ibaraki |MORISHIMA SHUZOU CO., LTD. [MORISHIMA  |MORISHIMA Shouichirou
Ibaraki |BUYU CORPORATION BUYU HOSAKA Daijirou
Tochigi [TORAYA HONTEN CO., LTD. SHICHISUI TENMAYA Makoto
Tochigi [SOHOMARE SAKE BREWERY CO., LTD. |SOHOMARE AKITA Toru
Tochigi [TONOIKE SHUZOUTEN CO., LTD.|SANRAN ONO Makoto
Gunma |YANAGISAWA SHUZOU CO., LTD. [KATSURAGAWA | YANAGISAWA Keiji
Gunma |MAKINO SHUZOU CO., LTD. OSAKAZUKI  |MAKINO Kenjiro
Gunma |SEITOKU MEILJO CO., LTD. MYOGISAN TAKIZAWA Mikio
Saitama |FUJISAKI SOBE SHOTEN CO., LTD.|NAGATORO AKIIKE Takashi
Saitama |IGARASHI SYUZO CO., LTD. TENRANZAN  |KOBAYASHI Kiyoshi
Saitama |MATSUOKA BREWERY CO., LTD. |MIKADOMATSU |MATSUOKA Norio
Niigata [ASAHI-SHUZO SAKE BREWING CO., LTD. SHORAIGURA | ASAHIYAMA  |OOHASHI Ryosaku
The Excellence Prize[ Niigata |KAWACHUSHUZO SOTEMBO NOMIZU Masuo
Niigata |MOROHASHI SHUZOU CO., LTD. |KOSHINO KAGETORA [ASAI Masaru
Niigata |HARA SHUZOU CO., LTD. KOSHINOHOMARE [MURATA Masahiko
Niigata |AOKI SHUZOU CO., LTD. KAKUREI HIGUCHI Muneyoshi
Niigata |SHIRATAKI SHUZOU CO., LTD. [/0zeN MizuNoGoTOSHI [MATSUMOTO Takaki
Niigata |TAKANOISHUZOU CORPORATION [TAKANOI KIMURA Akihiro
Niigata |NIIGATA MEIJO CO., LTD. CHOJAZAKARI [HOSHINO Atsushi
Niigata |TSUNAN SAKE BREWERY CO., LTD. |GO TAKIZAWA Masaya
Niigata |TAKEDA SHUZOU CO.,LTD KATAFUNE TAKEDA Shigenori
Niigata |MARUYAMA SHUZOUJYOU CO., LTD.|SETCHUUBAI |UCHIYAMA Kenichi
Niigata |MYOKOU SHUZOU CO., LTD. FURUSATO MYOKOUSAN [HIRATA Masayuki
Nagano [SAKAGURA DAISHINSHU DAISHINSHU [MORIMOTO Takayuki
Nagano [Mivasaka BREWING COMPANY, LTD. MasumiFusiMI BREWERY | MASUMI NAKANO Atsushi




Appendix 1

List of Prize winning sake manufacturers of Junmai-shu category
in Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2023

Prize

Prefecture

Manufacturer

Trade Name

Brewmaster etc.

The Excellence Prize

Nagano

SENJYO CO., LTD.

KUROMATSU SENJO

YANAGIDAIRA Masato

Nagano

KADOGUCHI SHUZO CO., LTD.

HOKKO MASAMUNE

MURAMATSU Yuya
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S94NEREHEN EERETS REBFETER
Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2023 The Grand Prize

FoAMRERERE R EBEEETRICHV T BSEER I CRITTEARNEDZRMNEDRE L&
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At the Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2023, in order to improve the awareness of sake
among overseas consumers, we created and released tasting notes and icons of sake from
the manufacturer that received the grand prize in the three categories (the Ginjo-shu
category, Junmai Ginjo-shu category and, Junmai-shu category).

Pointl T4 RX7127./—rDIERHAE How to create tasting notes

O EEMIAURIFED—DTHBDIWC (International Wine
Challenge) DBXRBEEFADTA A T4 20 /—rst4,5504CDWC P40/
F—YRMT(FERANYAZU D) ETV\ BEBOSH TEERERER Icon example
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BEZETHEL. TOEREEU TXEEFRLUE L,

1. We analyzed the data (text mining) of a total of 4,550
tasting notes for the sake category of the IWC (International
Wine Challenge), an international wine competition, and
extracted words that are considered to be common English
expressions for describing the complex and diverse flavors of
sake. BLWEYIIXXEN
. . RELRD

2. Using these words, the judges at the Sake Awards evaluated A strong aroma
the sake which received the grand prize in each category, and increases the

—

aggregated the results to create a report. size of letters. )
=
O

Point2 7-3J2ICDWLT About Icons
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Based on the expressions pointed out by the judges in the
creation of the tasting notes, we used Wordcloud to visualize
the frequency of the expressions used.

The words comprising the icons are displayed bigger if they
were felt by many of the judges, so you can visualize and clear
intuitively feel the aroma and taste of the sake which won the /

grand prize. The icons for each grand prize winning sake were

created based on the aggregated results of the quality BNEYIITENINILES
evaluation for that sake, so each one is unique. A weak aroma reduces the size

¥The shape of the icon is based on a one-sho bottle, a type of of letters.

container for sake.
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The Grand Prize 8,
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Fresh, refreshing and elegant with fruity aromas a é ]le gan 'L
centered around apples. e bitte rNess
The balance of rich sweetness and low acidity brings *"
clarity to the palate, well-integrated ginjo. p pE
Smooth and a well-balanced finish. lime SMO O
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Trade Name: ECHKD YUKl KURA
Brewmaster etc.: YAMAMOTO Ts UyOShi
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The Grand Prize
smooth
Tasting note : citrus
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Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2023
Junmai-shu category

The Grand Prize

Tasting note :
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Abright, soft sake balanced with medium-low
sweetness, bitterness and high acidity.

Rich, punchy flavours of banana, green apple
and melon with a hint of grape and slight vanilla
aroma.
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Manufacturer : DAl |CH| SHUZ(]J OO, LTD.
Trade Name : KA' KA
Brewmaster etc.: SAI TOMorihiro
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